
HHS Office of Intergovernmental and External 
Affairs News Bulletin: Friday, July 26th, 2013 
Visit HHS.gov/Healthcare and CuidadodeSalud.Gov, two consumer-focused health care websites to: find 
insurance options, compare care quality, and learn about the law.  How is the Affordable Care Act 
helping you? Share your story here. 
 
Upcoming State-by-State Calls: As a reminder, the next round of Stakeholder Engagement 
state-by-state calls with CMS will begin next week. Individuals and organizations that will 
interact with and utilize the Marketplace are encouraged to join these calls. The final schedule 
for upcoming state-by-state calls can be found here. 
 
Secretary’s Corner 

 July 26, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius released a statement on the 23rd anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. “Today, we celebrate the 23rd anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). The ADA has assisted millions of people with disabilities overcome and eliminate 
barriers in all areas of society, from schools and the workplace to housing and public 
transportation. For 23 years, the ADA has been helping to create inclusive communities, where 
people with disabilities live independent lives and contribute in meaningful ways. It has helped 
all Americans see what people with disabilities can achieve, given opportunity and access.” 
View full statement here. 

 July 26, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius released a statement about World Hepatitis Day. “On World Hepatitis Day, 
we reaffirm our commitment to combating the “silent epidemic” of viral hepatitis. 
Globally, one in 12 people has chronic hepatitis B or C infection. About 1 million people die 
each year from chronic viral hepatitis. Viral hepatitis is the leading cause of liver cancer in the 
United States and worldwide. And while it is the most common blood-borne infection and a 
leading infectious cause of death, claiming the lives of some 15,000 Americans each year, viral 
hepatitis often remains unrecognized as a public health priority.” View full statement here. 

 July 19, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius wrote a blog post about strengthening health care in Indian Country. “I 
recently had the honor of visiting leaders and members of the Navajo Nation in Arizona. Their 
hospitality and kindness speak to the best values of the Navajo culture and traditions. And 
they, like tribes across the country, are critical partners in the Administration’s efforts to 
promote the health and well-being of all Americans. At the Sawmill Head Start Program and 
local Boys and Girls Club, I saw how local educators are helping prepare young American 
Indian children to succeed in school and pursue their dreams. On a tour of the Navajo Special 
Diabetes Program for Indians Wellness Center, I saw dedicated caretakers work to prevent 
and manage a disease that affects too many on and off the reservations. During a visit to a 
Tribal elder’s home, I gained a greater understanding of ways we can improve living conditions 
for all families in the Navajo Nation.” View full blog post here. 
 

Affordable Care Act News 
 July 26, 2013 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a temporary moratoria on the 
enrollment of new home health provider and ambulance supplier enrollments in Medicare, 
Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) in three “fraud hot spot” areas 
of the country.  The goal of the temporary moratoria is to fight fraud and safeguard taxpayer 
dollars, while ensuring patient access to care.  Authority to impose such moratoria was 
included in Section 6401(a) of the Affordable Care Act, and CMS is exercising this authority for 
the first time. Under the moratoria, existing providers and suppliers can continue to deliver 
and bill for services, but no new provider and supplier applications will be approved in these 
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areas for all three programs.  The temporary enrollment moratoria apply to newly-enrolling 
home health agencies in the Miami and Chicago metropolitan areas; and newly-enrolling 
ground ambulance suppliers in the Houston metropolitan area.  View press release and fact 
sheet here and Federal Register notice here. 
 

Educational Materials  
Below you’ll find materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Health Insurance Marketplace  
For more information about the Health Insurance Marketplace including official resources, research, 
news, and events visit http://marketplace.cms.gov/ 
 
Marketplace Updates 
For information on how to sign up for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace, including text 
message and email updates visit http://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace/index.html 
 
State by State Fact Sheets 
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act, 
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/information-for-you/index.html 
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